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CREATURES            

   

    

FADE IN            

EXT. MOUNTAIN RANGE - DAWN        

A campsite sits beside a trail in the mountains of the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Two tents are inside the campsite.  

INT. CAMPSITE  

TIM VAUGHAN,40s pulls an expensive drone out of his backpack, 
and sets it on the ground. 

He attaches a video recorder to it. 

His wife ABBEY,40s approaches.

TIM
How’s the knee?

ABBEY
So far, so good. Think I’ll leave 
the cane here. 

TIM
You sure? I’m not going to carry 
you if it swells. 

He smiles at her. 

She pulls out her phone, and video records as she pretends to 
interview him.

ABBEY
Mr. Vaughan, can you tell us why 
nobody has caught Bigfoot in all 
these years?   

TIM
Because they know where to hide.



ABBEY
Or is it, drumroll please, simply 
because they DON’T EXIST.

TIM
There are thousands of sightings 
that would dispute that.

ABBEY
Then why no dead bodies?

TIM
They bury their own.

ABBEY
And there you have it, folks. The 
legend lives on.  

She lowers the phone, and playfully punches him in the arm.   

He rubs his arm, and goes over to his acoustic parabolic. 

He holds it up by its long handle and inspects it.

Abbey pulls out some water bottles and wrapped sandwiches 
from the cooler.

JUAN CASTILLO,30s walks over to Abbey. 

She hands him several of the sandwiches.

JUAN
Same as last time? 

Abbey smiles. 

ABBEY
Yes, Juan. I made a couple of  
PB&J, just for you.

Juan grins.  

They both glance over at the remaining member of group.

CATHY TURNER,30’S loads two rifles with tranquilizer darts.

ABBEY (CONT’D)
Shouldn’t you go help your 
girlfriend? 

JUAN
She’s fine.  

Juan gently slides the sandwiches into his backpack.   
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ABBEY
Think there’s anything up here? 

JUAN
Who knows? But if anyone can find 
out, Tim’s the guy.  

ABBEY
So he thinks...

JUAN
So if you’re not into all this, why 
are you here?

ABBEY
It’s still good hiking...and decent 
company. 

Tim comes over. 

He gives Juan the parabolic and headphones. 

JUAN
Going all out this time, I see.

TIM
There have been several recent 
sightings. And I’m talking class A.

Juan puts on the headphones, and moves away.

Abbey watches as he walks around the campsite and performs a 
sound check.   

She turns to Tim.   

ABBEY
We’re up pretty high.    

TIM 
Yeah, I know. 

ABBEY
I just hope we don’t get lost.

TIM
I went over the map again last 
night. Shouldn’t be a problem.

Tim pulls a map from his back pocket to show her.

ABBEY
Turn around.
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He turns around. 

Abbey grabs a bottle of scent killer from his backpack.

Abbey holds up the bottle and sprays it on herself, and 
proceeds to cover Tim from head to toe.

Juan approaches her, and Abbey begins to spray him BUT:

Cathy walks over, and snatches the bottle. 

CATHY
I’ll take care of that, if you 
don’t mind.

Cathy sprays Juan.  

She tosses the spray back at Abbey. 

Tim pulls out a remote from his backpack. 

As he aims it at the drone, he’s interrupted by a loud 
knocking sound. 

They all look into the woods. 

There’s a second knocking, slightly louder than the first. 

Cathy looks over at Tim. 

CATHY (CONT’D)
Are you screwing with us again?

JUAN
Like that time when you hid that 
recorder inside a tree. That was    
an all time classic.   

TIM
That’s not me.

They hear the knocking again. 

Abbey looks at Tim.

ABBEY
Really? 

TIM
I swear it’s not me. 

Tim aims the remote and launches the drone. 
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TIM (CONT’D)
Let’s see if we can find out what   
is making that noise.

JUAN
Time to move out, troops. 

Tim and Abbey quickly gather their stuff.

Cathy grabs her rifle, and Juan takes his rifle by the strap, 
and hoists it over his shoulder.

They all follow the drone as it rises above the tree tops.

INT. MOUNTAIN TRAIL 

The group is slightly higher up on the mountain. 

Tim glances at his map as he leads the way. 

He looks up and spots a lone hiker on the trail. 

RUSSELL ENAPAY,30s, Native American, waves at them as he 
approaches Tim.  

Juan steps behind Tim, and directly in front of Cathy and 
Abbey. Russell points uphill. 

RUSSELL
Your drone went that way. 

TIM
Oh, okay... thanks. 

Tim looks around.

TIM (CONT’D)
Where did you come from?   

RUSSELL
There’s another trail nearby. A 
little more scenic, and not too 
many people know about it. 

TIM
Guess not. It wasn’t on my map. 

 Russell looks at the other three members of the group.

RUSSELL
My name’s Russell. We seem to be 
heading in the same direction. 
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The two women step out from behind Juan. 

ABBEY
I’m Abbey, and this is Cathy. 

RUSSELL
Nice to meet you. 

Tim gets Juan aside.

TIM
I think we should ask this guy to 
join us. He seems to know the area 
pretty well. 

Both men give Russell the once over. 

Juan notices that Russell’s backpack is smaller than the 
others. 

JUAN
You pack pretty light. 

RUSSELL
That’s because I don’t pack a lot 
of food. There’s plenty to eat up 
here, if you know what to look for.

Russell shows them some wild berries.

Juan looks at Tim. 

JUAN
Okay by me.

Tim turns to Russell.

TIM
So you’re familiar with this part 
of the mountain? 

RUSSELL
I hike here all time.

Russell looks at the parabolic.

RUSSELL (CONT’D)
Let me guess - you guys are up  
here looking for Bigfoot.

JUAN
You got that right. 
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RUSSELL
Well, you’re in luck. 

TIM
(hopeful)

Why’s that?

Russell pauses on purpose. 

RUSSELL
I had dinner with him last night. 

Abbey and Juan laugh. 

Tim pulls out his map, and points to an area near the top of 
the mountain.

TIM
Can you get us there?

RUSSELL
Follow me.

They all fall in line as Russell leads them up the trail.

Tim and Abbey walk behind Russell, with Cathy and Juan at   
the rear.   

Abbey tugs on Tim’s pocket.

ABBEY
(quietly)

Are you sure about this? We don’t 
know who this guy is. I’m sure we 
can find the drone ourselves.

TIM
I’m more concerned about finding 
our way back.

Cathy looks up towards Russell and raises her voice. 

CATHY
Wasn’t someone attacked around 
here... about a year ago?

Russell glances back.

RUSSELL
Oh, yeah. I remember that. It was 
two hikers, I think. Not sure what 
happened to them. 

7.



ABBEY
I think they both died. 

CATHY
Did they ever say what killed ‘em? 

JUAN
I heard it was a bear attack.

RUSSELL
Not many bears around here, from 
what I’ve seen.  

INT. DIFFERENT TRAIL 

Tim and Abbey are side by side, and continue to walk on a new 
trail that winds its way along the mountain.

There is limited visibility all around. 

Russell is out front and clears away a spider web.  

Abbey peers through the thick underbrush.  

Tim notices.

TIM
Everything okay?

ABBEY
Sure - why?

TIM
Because you keep looking out into 
the woods. 

ABBEY
I feel like something’s out there.   

Tim strains to look past all the tree branches. 

TIM
I don’t see anything. Probably just 
the usual critters. 

Tim draws even with Russell. 

TIM (CONT’D)
Russell, you’re a native. What’s 
your opinion of Bigfoot?
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RUSSELL
Honestly, I think white people 
created the legend.

TIM
C’mon, you never heard any stories 
when you were growing up?

RUSSELL
Sure we did. The elders told us 
that ten thousand years ago, there 
was some type of agreement between 
Bigfoot and our Shaman. 

TIM
You don’t believe it?

RUSSELL
That Bigfoot roamed the land with 
my people, the buffalo, and all 
that jazz? Not really. 

JUAN
Thought all you guys believed in 
the spirituality of old Sasquatch.

RUSSELL
Sorry to disappoint you, but I was 
raised in the city. Only way I will 
believe it is if you show me proof.

TIM
Hopefully we can do just that.

RUSSELL
What would you do if you actually 
saw Bigfoot?

Tim motions at Cathy. 

TIM
Best case would be hit him with a 
tranquilizer dart, so Abbey could 
get some hair and blood samples. 

RUSSELL
And worst case?

ABBEY
If we miss with the darts, take 
some pictures and run like hell.

Cathy holds up her rifle. 

9.



CATHY
I won’t miss. 

She pulls out one of the darts and shows Russell.

RUSSELL
You really think you can hit a 
moving target...with that?

JUAN
You better believe she can. She’s a 
great shot. Better than me and I've 
been hunting all my life.

CATHY
Learned from the best.

She hugs Juan. 

JUAN
Show him some of your kills.  

She pulls out her phone. 

Cathy shows Russell some pictures of her with a dead African 
elephant, and another with a slain rhino.   

ABBEY
(slight contempt)

She’s a trophy hunter.

CATHY
Don’t listen to her. They’re 
gorgeous beasts, and I get a 
spiritual connection to each      
one that I kill. 

ABBEY
That’s not even real hunting. 
Those animals never had a chance.

CATHY
Sure they did. It takes a lot of 
skill to get one of these. And 
besides, everything I shoot is 
legal. 

The group begins to move along the trail.  

Cathy turns to Russell. 

CATHY (CONT’D)
What do you shoot?
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RUSSELL
Nothing. I haven’t even shot a gun 
since I was a kid. 

JUAN
C’mon - not even a bow and arrow?

Abbey frowns at the remark, but Russell is un-fazed. 

RUSSELL
I’m telling you guys, I’m a white-
collar red man. What about you, 
Juan? What do you normally hunt?  

JUAN
We grew up poor. I was taught that 
if you kill it, you eat it.   

Russell looks over at Tim, who shows his pistol.

TIM
I carry this, but only in case of 
an accidental encounter with a wild 
animal or snake. 

ABBEY
Shouldn’t we check the video?

TIM
Yeah - we need to. 

Tim motions at a fallen tree up ahead. 

The group stops.

Tim sits down on the tree trunk, and pulls an iPad out of  
his backpack.

He powers it on. 

Abbey looks over his shoulder.

Russell stands in between the two couples. 

RUSSELL
Do you guys really think that 
Bigfoot is part of the evolution of 
man, some type of distant relative?

Abbey looks up at Russell.
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ABBEY
If it exists, it most likely is 
related to the Gigantopithecus, 
which has been extinct for over one 
hundred thousand years.  

RUSSELL
Do they have intelligence?

ABBEY
If they were intelligent, they’d 
have weapons and use fire. Even the 
Neanderthals had that. 

Juan does the Twilight Zone theme. 

JUAN
And yet, they’ve managed to avoid 
humans for all these years.

TIM
That’s because they have a keen 
sense of smell, and probably some 
form of language.

Cathy shakes her head. 

CATHY
I think Bigfoot is just a large, 
violent beast.

Tim yells out. 

TIM
(excited)

Guys - look at this. The drone 
picked up something.

They gather around Tim, and see an image on the iPad. 

It’s a LARGE HAIRY CREATURE, walking on two legs. 

It stands next to a river.  

Russell stares at the screen.  

RUSSELL
That thing’s huge. 

JUAN
Is that real? 

Cathy looks at Juan, as if to say no way.
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RUSSELL
Try to get a better image. 

Tim does what he can, but the feed is poor resolution. 

TIM
Internet’s pretty shaky up here. 

JUAN
I can barely see it.   

Tim gives up, and stuffs the iPad down into his backpack.

He stands up. 

TIM
Russell - can you get us to this 
river?

Russell nods. 

RUSSELL
   Let’s go.
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